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These notes are meant to be a guide for further study of the scriptures.  The answers herein are not exhaustive and at times are highly opinionated (especially addressing questions that begin with "Speculate").  Please allow the Holy Spirit to take you personally into deeper study and understanding of the Word of God. For your convienience the scriptures that relate to each set of questions has been highlighted above the questions.  These scriptures are rendered in the NIV translation of the Bible.  Other translations should be examined as needed. 


Questions


1After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means. 

4While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 5“A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” 

When he said this, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

9His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, 

“‘though seeing, they may not see; 

though hearing, they may not understand.’a 

11“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 



Why did Jesus speak in parables?  Did the disciples understand the parables?

Christ was an itinerant preacher.  His words pierced the hearts of those he needed to pierce.  Those that did not receive the message did not need the message.  However, I am convinced that the message was simple enough to understand for those who needed to hear it.  The disciples did not need to understand it because "the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God" have been given to them.  This is why he would say "he who has an ear, let him hear."  The disciples did not understand, because the message was not meant for them.  They were given the "mystery of the kingdom of God," but others needed to hear it in a different way.

Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 6) in verse 10 which, in my interpretation, was to say that the gospel is made plain to you, but you refuse it none the less.  This interpretation is substantiated by Matthew 13 where Christ quotes the same scriptures in Isaiah but also includes the reason for their incomprehension - calloused hearts.  The hardened hearts of the "learned" and experts of the law would not allow them to accept a Gospel like that of Christs.


16“No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. 18Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.” 

19Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. 20Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.” 

21He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.” 



Explain verses 17 and 18 in context.

Various interpretations.  In a nutshell, when you receive good news, it behoves you to share it.


22One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. 23As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. 

24The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” 

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 25“Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples. 

In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.” 



Why did the disciples wake Jesus during the storm?

My intepretation: they were afraid and ready to jump ship.  They wanted to save Jesus but instead Jesus saved them.  It could also be argued that they were looking for Jesus to save them.  However, if this was the case, they would not have been so surprised by his authority over the winds and water in my opinion.  Likewise, Jesus would not have asked them the question "where is your faith?"  These points indicate that the disciples were prepared for the worst in their minds and knew of no way out.



26They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes,b which is across the lake from Galilee. 27When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29For Jesus had commanded the evilc spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places. 

30Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 

32A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission. 33When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

34When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, 35and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 37Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left. 

38The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him. 



How did demons so easily recognize Jesus as the Son of God?

Remember that if these were fallen angels, they had encountered Jesus before - as the Son of the Most High God.  They knew of his power and might.

How do we know that Satan and his demons are fallen angels?  Examine the following scriptures

Luke 8 

30Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 


corelate this to:

Revelation 20
1And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.


Jude 1 

5Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lordc delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. 6And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 7In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire. 
8
In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, reject authority and slander celestial beings. 9But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”

2 Peter 2
4For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell,a putting them into gloomy dungeonsb to be held for judgment; 5if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless men 8(for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— 9if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgement, while continuing their punishment.c

Luke 10 
17The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” 

18He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 



Speculate as to why would Jesus allow the demons to go into the pigs rather than order them "into the deep?"

It showed jesus power to command anything to happen.   The name legion showed the power of Christ's might to demand them all out and to decide their fate.  Jesus exercised His authority in the midst of a host of people which stood as a testimony to His authority.

Verses 40-56 

40Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. 41Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his house 42because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. 

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 43And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years,d but no one could heal her. 44She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 

45“Who touched me?” Jesus asked. 

When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you.” 

46But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me.” 

47Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 48Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” 

49While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. “Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher any more.” 

50Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.” 

51When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and mother. 52Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.” 

53They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54But he took her by the hand and said, “My child, get up!” 55Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened. 



What was different about the woman's touch (as opposed to the touch of others in the crowd) that made Jesus ask "who touched me?"

Her touch drew power from Christ that he had not necessarily been authorized.  The time was right for the healing (such as in Luke 5:17) and the woman's faith was right otherwise the power would not have been transferred.  There was much faith in her actions and Jesus recognized the faith in her and the power that was drawn out of him.

According to the scripture, might it have been the woman's intentions to "sneak" a healing from Jesus?  Explain your answer.

In my opinion, probably so.  She would not have said anything except she could not go unnoticed so the scripture says.  She probably did not want to draw a lot of attention to herself and as others in the class said, if people saw her as unclean (having an issue of blood), she would have not been allowed in the midst of that crowd.

Why would Christ give orders to the mother and father not to say anything about him raising their child from the dead?

The message was not meant for everyone.  This seems to be a personal message.  His fame was not to be advertised yet.  Matthew 9 says that news spread.  Note: Mark & Luke say differently



